First Presbyterian Church of %3\; <
J; EDGEWOOD "
6 b The Community Church 2/ L {1
Hhigsool > KU JOR & Wl

o

First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood Summer Worship
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost — August 7, 2022

*All who are able, please stand.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & SHARING OF CHURCH LIFE
TOLLING OF THE HOUR

*CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER (responsive)
Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
Faith is a gift to be received, treasured,
and shared with joy and thanksgiving.
Let us pray:
O God of promise, creator of the cosmos, you are the first light breaking through
the void, and the final light we shall eternally enjoy. Keep our hearts ever vigilant
as we wait to welcome you, that you would find us clothed in love, dressed for
action, and eager to receive you. Amen.

*HYMN #65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 3 When | tread the verge of Jordan,
pilgrim through this barren land. bid my anxious fears subside.
| am weak, but thou art mighty. Death of death, and hell's destruction,
Hold me with thy powerful hand. land me safe on Canaan's side.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Songs of praises, songs of praises
feed me till | want no more; | will ever give to thee;
feed me till | want no more. | will ever give to thee.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.

CALL TO CONFESSION
God calls us to walk in faith, but we do not always follow.
Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of the ages, God of the old, old story, we hear of our ancestors and are astounded
by their faith. They trusted you, but we waver. They believed your promise, but we
cling to our own ideas. Forgive us and free us from our fear, that we may follow with
joy wherever you may lead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Silent Confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE #582 "Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines”
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

2 World without end, without end. Amen. (x3)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you: and also with you.
(Please share the peace as you feel safe and comfortable.)

GATHERING SONG “Spirit Song”
Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love;
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.
Oh, let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit, like a dove,
Will descend upon your life and make you whole.
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
19 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you
people of Gomorrah! 1 “The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says
the LORD. “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened
animals; | have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. > When you come to
appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 3 Stop bringing
meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and
convocations—I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. * Your New Moon feasts and your
appointed festivals | hate with all my being. They have become a burden to me; | am weary of
bearing them. ' When you spread out your hands in prayer, | hide my eyes from you; even
when you offer many prayers, | am not listening. Your hands are full of blood! ® Wash and
make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. ' Learn to do
right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case
of the widow.
18“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 1 If you are
willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; 2° but if you resist and rebel,
you will be devoured by the sword.” For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.



ANTHEM “"Peace in Our Time” Dave Brown

SCRIPTURE Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This
is what the ancients were commended for.
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. ? By faith he made his
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '° For he was looking forward to the
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ' And by faith even Sarah, who was
past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who
had made the promise. > And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the
seashore.
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth. ' People who say such things show that they are looking
for a country of their own. 1® If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they
would have had opportunity to return. '® Instead, they were longing for a better country—a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them.

SERMON “Faith as vast as the stars” Rebecca Abbott

*HYMN #684 "Faith Begins By Letting Go”

1 Faith begins by letting go, promise-fed, our souls will thrive,
giving up what had seemed sure, not through merit we possess
taking risks and pressing on, but by God’s great faithfulness.
though the way feels less secure:
pilgrimage both right and odd,
trusting all our life to God.

3 Faith matures by reaching out,
stretching minds, enlarging hearts,
sharing struggles, living prayer,

2 Faith endures by holding on, binding up the broken parts;
keeping memory'’s roots alive till we find the commonplace
so that hope may bear its fruit; ripe with witness to God's grace.

SHARING OF THIS WEEK'S PRAYER REQUESTS

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO RECEIVE OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS fpcedgewood.org/donate



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Generous God, we give you thanks for all your blessings to us. Use these gifts we
offer as a sign of your great love for the world, so that all may know and share the
abundance of your grace; in your holy name we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #656 "We've Come This Far By Faith” (sing twice)
We've come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord,
trusting in the holy Word; God's never failed us yet.
O__, can't turn around,
we've come this far by faith. We've come this far by faith.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
We invite you to sit and enjoy the postlude Sunny has prepared for us. This also helps with
the live-streamed recording to have clear audio for those joining us in worship online.

Participants in this worship service:
Rebecca Abbott, guest pastor | Rick Masten, liturgist
Shaun Cloonan, minister of music | Sunny Sakai, pianist | John Foster, videographer

Music presented with permission under
CCLI copyright license #1381818 & streaming license #20445653

This service may be found posted on our website at www.fpcedgewood.org, on our YouTube channel,
or audio only on our SoundCloud channel at www.soundcloud.com/fpcedgewood

Welcome! Thanks be to God for allowing us to worship with you!

IF YOU ARE VISITING WITH US TODAY: first, welcome! Please fill out a blue visitor's card found in the
pew rack. If you are interested in being on our email or newsletter mailing lists, provide that
information so we can keep in touch. We hope you consider joining us more often!

THIS MORNING, WE WELCOME back to our pulpit Rebecca Abbott as guest pastor.

BOOK CLUB MEETS WEEKLY, 10:00AM, Tuesdays at the home of Rhonda Apessos, 361 Maple Avenue,
Edgewood, reading "The Fifth Gospel” by lan Caldwell.

JOIN US FOR UPCOMING SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES:
August 14 — Hunter Steinitz August 28 — Heather Henkel
August 21 — Rev. Jane Duffield September 4 — Rev. Chris Taylor, communion
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Believing we are called together by God's love through Jesus Christ,
our mission as the First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood is to
love God, to love each other, and to love our neighbors.

120 East Swissvale Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15218 | 412-241-4613 | fpcedgewood.org



