First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood Online Worship
Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 10, 2020
PRELUDE
THE WELCOME & SHARING OF CHURCH LIFE
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
At the break of dawn, a bird sings.
The long night of darkness is over.
The stone is rolled away.
The tomb is empty.
The sun begins to shine.
The Son has risen!
It’s a morning of glory,
Of love overcoming death,
Of women spreading Good News,
Of men turning from despair.
It’s a morning of joy,
For Easter has come again.
Love is stronger than death.
OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Lord, we come together in joy,
For each Lord’s Day Is a celebration of Easter,
A festival of hope, a day of victory,
an expression of new life.
We pray that during this hour,
miracles will take place:
That the discouraged will gain confidence,
That the despairing will receive hope,
And the disillusioned will regain faith.
For Jesus lives and is present.

HYMN #643
“Now Thank We All Our God”
(Please sing!)
1 Now thank we all our God
and keep us in God's grace,
with heart and hands and voices,
and guide us when perplexed,
who wondrous things hath done,
and free us from all ills
in whom this world rejoices;
in this world and the next.
who, from our mothers' arms,
3 All praise and thanks to God,
hath blessed us on our way
who reigns in highest heaven,
with countless gifts of love,
to Father and to Son
and still is ours today.
and Spirit now be given:
2 O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;

the one eternal God,
whom heaven and earth adore,
the God who was, and is,
and shall be evermore.

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Gracious God, tender and strong as a mother, warm and embracing as a father,
you have given us great gifts: an inquisitive mind, a thirst for justice,
a generous hand, a compassionate heart. Yet, in our families we fail to cherish
the gifts of each and to encourage the growth of all.
Forgive us for limiting choices, hiding emotion, hurrying the slow one,
holding back the eager one. Restore a holy balance and an honest appreciation
to our life together. Amen.
(silent confession)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI #581

“Glory be to the Father”

(Please sing!)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

John 20:11-18

HYMN #241

“Woman, Weeping in the Garden”

1 Woman, weeping in the garden,
who has pushed the stone aside?
Who has taken Jesus’ body,
Jesus Christ the crucified?

(Please sing!)

2 Woman, waiting in the garden,
after men have come and gone,
after angels give their witness,
silently you watch the dawn.

3 Woman, walking in the garden,
Jesus takes you by surprise;
when the gardener calls you, “Mary!”
faith and joy meet in your eyes.

5 Woman, dancing from the garden,
find the others and proclaim
Christ is risen as he promised;
tell the world he knew your name!

4 Woman, weeping in the garden,
weep for joy, for you have seen
Jesus, the Messiah, risen;
Christ, of whom the prophets dream.
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Exodus 1:8-20
Those Brave Women of Love

Pastor Michael Rucker

HYMN #44
“Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us”
(please sing!)
1 Like a mother who has borne us,
3 Though as children we have wandered,
held us close in her delight,
placed our trust in power and might,
fed us freely from her body,
left behind our brothers, sisters,
God has called us into life.
God still calls us into life.
2 Like a father who has taught us,
grasped our hand and been our guide,
lifted us and healed our sorrows,
God has walked with us in life.

4 When we offer food and comfort,
grasp our neighbor’s hand in love,
tread the path of peace and justice,
God still walks with us in life.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)
In our Easter faith,
Let us transform the world.
Let us help, not hurt.
Let us forgive, not hate.
Let us walk together, not apart.
Let us be gentle, not quick to condemn.
Let us bring peace, not a sword.
Let us hope, not be hopeless.
Let us be caring, not uncaring.
Let us be Christ-filled, not worldly guided.
Let us be Christ to neighbor, friend, stranger, co-worker…
Let us be Christ to everyone.
In the name of our risen Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive
Our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CALL TO STEWARDSHIP

HYMN #161
1 Woman in the night,
spent from giving birth,
guard our precious light;
peace is on the earth.
Woman in the crowd,
creeping up behind,
touching is allowed:
seek and you will find!

“Woman in the Night”
3 Woman in the house,
nurtured to be meek,
leave your second place,
listen, think, and speak!
Woman on the road,
from your sickness freed,
witness and provide,
joining word and deed:
(Refrain)

Refrain:
Come and join the song,
women, children, men.
Jesus makes us free to live again!
2 Woman at the well,
question the Messiah;
find your friends and tell:
drink your heart's desire!
Woman at the feast,
let the righteous stare;
come and go in peace;
love him with your hair! (Refrain)

(Please sing!)

4 Women on the hill,
stand when men have fled;
Christ needs loving still,
though your hope is dead.
Women in the dawn,
care and spices bring,
earliest to mourn,
earliest to sing!
(Refrain)
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