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A “Clue” for this Season of Gratitude 
 
Do you remember watching Blue’s Clues? Perhaps you watched it yourself, or maybe with your kids or 
grandkids. I grew up with Steve, who looked for clues with Blue. I remember singing the mail song, 
playing with Shovel and Pail, and celebrating when Mr. Salt and Mrs. Pepper welcomed their new baby, 
Paprika, into the world. 
 
That childhood memory hit me in a new way during the pandemic when Steve Burns showed up on my 
TikTok feed. He took a moment to sit with millions of us, his now-grown-up viewers, and simply listen to 
our pain and fear. That moment was a gift—a reminder that simply being heard is a profound act of grace. 
It’s a gift I’m especially mindful of as we enter the Thanksgiving season. 
 
Now, Steve has a new podcast that he calls the podcast that "listens back." 
Yes, I know… "everyone has a podcast," but this one feels different and 
worthwhile. On the first episode, he interviews Hospice Nurse Julie 
McFadden, and they tackle the question: "What is dying?" In the second, 
Jamie Lee Curtis shares about her children's books and keeping it 
"unapologetically real." While podcasts are normally just for listening, I 
recommend watching these on YouTube. Steve welcomes viewers back 
into that childhood wonder with a warmth and sincerity that feels like Mr. 
Rogers-level hospitality. 
 
In a world full of noise and distraction, Steve’s project is a clue pointing us toward something we deeply 
need: the practice of listening. As we approach Thanksgiving, a time of harvest and gathering, we often 
focus on the gratitude we can speak. But what about the gratitude we can show by truly listening to the 
stories of those around our tables? 
 
This November, amidst the preparations and celebrations, I invite you to find moments to truly listen—to 
a loved one, a neighbor, or even to the quiet stirring of your own heart. In this season of giving thanks, 
offering someone our full, attentive presence may be one of the most meaningful gifts we can share. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
    
 
  

Pastor Jason 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP & FORMATION SCHEDULE 
Join us Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary for worship. 
Services are livestreamed on Facebook and posted to YouTube and 
our website. 
 

November 2: All Saints’ Day              
Daniel 7:1–3, 15–18; Psalm 149:1-9; Luke 6:20-31 
Intergenerational; no Sunday School  
Please submit names to the church office of those who we have 
joined the Church Triumphant. After worship, we will join in 
decorating gingerbread cookies as the saints who inspire us! 
 
November 9: 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; Luke 20:27-38 
 
November 16: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; Luke 21:5-19 
Emerging worship. Staff meeting following the service. 
 

November 23: Christ the King / Reign of Christ Sunday              
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 1:68-79; Luke 23:33-43 
 

             = We will celebrate Communion / Lord’s Supper 
 
 
November 25: Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
 
 

 
SUNNY'S FAREWELL CONCERT 
& RECEPTION 
Join in a special celebration to honor our 
beloved pianist, Sunny Sakai! On Sunday, 
Nov. 23, at 1:00PM in the Sanctuary, Sunny 
will perform a farewell concert, followed by 
reception in the Gathering Place. All are 
welcome. Please invite friends and past 
community members to share in this 
special tribute. 
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Believing we are  

called together 

by God’s love  

through Jesus Christ,  

our mission as the  

First Presbyterian Church  

of Edgewood 

 is to love God,  

to love each other,  

and to love our neighbors. 
 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Jason Dauer 
pastorjason@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Office & Cleaning Manager 

Judy Mysels 
office@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Building Manager 

Rob Mysels 
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Minister of Music 

Shaun Cloonan 
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Associate Music Director 
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TUESDAY BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday Book Group continues to meet weekly (except for 11/4 (Election/Bake Sale and 11/25 Hanging 
of the Greens) at 10:00AM in the Apessos home at 361 Maple Avenue, Edgewood, reading Miracles and 
Wonder by Elaine Pagels. Coffee and snacks are provided. Next book: An Unlikely Advent by Rachel 
Billups. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Youth Sunday School continues to meet during worship (except for the 1st Sunday of the month) 

 

EVENING BOOK GROUP: December 16, 6PM, at the home of Kim and 
Patricia Elliott-Rentler, 109 Race Street, Edgewood. Book: Inspired: Slaying 
giants, walking on water, and loving the Bible again by Rachel Held Evans 
 
 

PICKLEBALL with the Second United Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg. 
Our siblings just down the road have invited us for a game (or two!) at Koenig Field, Edgewood, weekly 
on Tuesdays at 9:30AM 

 

ELECTION DAY at FPCE 
NOV. 4 POLLING SITE & BAKE SALE…FPCE will serve as a voting location again this year.  Voting will take 
place in the Gathering Place.  The Mission Committee is also planning to run a bake sale from 8AM-5PM. 
Donations of baked goods will be accepted days before and day of. Proceeds benefit the Mission of FPCE. 
Questions: contact Marcia Haley or Rhonda Apessos. 
 

FREE PASTA DINNER, Wednesday, November 5, 6:00PM…All are invited 
to a free Community Dinner hosted by our Deacons in the Social Room.  As we 
enter fall, we will enjoy a comforting classic: spaghetti with meatballs. Desserts 
are needed to share. Everyone is welcome to join; please bring your family, 
friends, and neighbors. As always, we thank you for your support and please 
reach out to us if you or a neighbor has any need we can help you with. 

 

VETERANS DAY COMMUNITY OBSERVANCE  
The Edgewood Veterans will be holding a Veterans Day ceremony in Edgewood 
Memorial Park on Sunday, November 9. The ceremony will begin at 1:00PM, followed 
by a luncheon in the Social Room. All are encouraged to participate in honoring our 
veterans. 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Instead of our usual Hanging of the Greens (which would normally 
fall on Sunday, Nov. 23), we are asking people to come Tuesday 
morning, November 25, 10AM. Our annual tradition of the Hanging of 
the Greens is a fun time to decorate the sanctuary, hallways, lounge, 
etc. for the upcoming Advent season. Come and make FPCE festive – the more, the merrier!  
 
 



 

 

The Pet Ministry of Edgewood had its Blessing of the Animals on the side lawn 
on Oct. 4. Pastor Jason led a brief service of scripture, responsive readings, 
and prayer followed by the individualized blessing of 16 dogs and 3 cats. Each 
one received a personalized certificate of blessing. There were over 40 
humans in attendance. Pictures from the event can be found on our Facebook 

page at www.fpcedgewood.org. Our next meeting will be Sunday, Nov. 30, following worship. 
 

CROP WALK UPDATE 

The October 12 CROP Walk was another great day for a walk – a little 
chilly but when walking over 4 miles, you don’t feel the cold!  For 
those who donated so far – many thanks: Donations can be accepted 
for 2 more weeks. Checks made out to CWS/Crop Walk can be mailed 
into FPCE or dropped in the offering plate. Next month a total will be 
given to let everyone know what FPCE raised…Judy Mysels 
 

Good Questions! 
Every week you sit in worship and ponder the same question: "Why do we pass the peace?" "Why do we 
say a Confession?" "What does this sentence mean?" "What is mercy?" What are the questions you've 
always had but never asked? 
Pastor Jason is collecting questions for an upcoming series, and you are invited to drop your questions 
into the donation boxes by the sanctuary exits or submit a question through the link in the weekly 
email. The hope is that through this series, we can all grow to be more comfortable in asking questions 
about our faith. 

 

  
At their October 7 meeting, Session approved the following:  
 The baptism of Max Jones, the son of Meghan Jones. 
 Mary Barr’s writing class: October 9, 16, 23, November 6, 13 and we will accept a donation. 
 A second SAA meeting Sunday evenings from 7-8 PM in the Gathering Place. 
 Congregational meetings for December 14, 2025 for the purpose of nominating and presenting the 

annual budget and February 15, 2026 for accepting the report.  
 Milepost6 members to sign Facilities Use Disclaimer/Agreement in lieu of obtaining a certificate of 

insurance. 
 Seeking review of the Daycare lease from Presbytery staff prior to amending the lease. 
 

    
• Congratulations to Sunny Sakai and Zara Lavelle on becoming U.S. citizens. Sunny’s FPCE family were 

very honored to attend the very moving ceremony. 
• Many thanks to Pastor Jason, Jan Forster, Barbara Bisdee and others who helped make the Blessing of 

the Pets such a fun event.  Check out the photo album on our Facebook page. 
• Thanks to Sunny Sakai and Calvin Stemley for their collaboration during worship on Oct. 19. For those 

who were here in person, the music was fantastic – for those who weren’t, listen via YouTube. 
If you have news you would like to share in this section, please contact Pastor Jason or Judy in the office.   

http://www.fpcedgewood.org/


 

 

 

2025 Limpert Award…The Edgewood Foundation is delighted to share that our own 
Wayne Dean has been chosen as the 2025 recipient of the Limpert Award. This award, 
created in honor of William Limpert in 1991, recognizes an Edgewood resident who quietly 
and selflessly gives of themselves to make our community stronger. 
 

For anyone who knows Wayne, this honor comes as no surprise. A lifelong resident of Edgewood and a 
veteran himself, Wayne has poured his heart into our town in so many ways. 
 

Here at Church, Wayne serves as a Deacon, and his care for others shines through in 
everything he does. He has coordinated the church’s much-loved spaghetti dinners, 
helped maintain the church building, and often rolled up his sleeves to lend a hand 
with small projects for fellow members in their homes. His service is never about 
recognition—it’s about caring for his neighbors. 
 

Wayne has also been a steady presence with Boy Scout Troop 23, guiding 
generations of scouts as they grew into leaders and community-minded adults. His 
leadership has shaped not just the troop, but the larger Edgewood community 
through service projects and mentorship.  

As a 12-year veteran of the Army, Wayne has a special passion for honoring those who served. He has 
worked tirelessly to restore and maintain Memorial Park, ensuring it remains a place of dignity and 
remembrance. Each year, he organizes meaningful Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day services there. 
Afterward, he often prepares and provides a community meal—much of it out of his own kitchen and 
pocket—because he believes in giving back and bringing people together. 
 

And if that wasn’t enough, Wayne is also the one who makes sure class reunions keep happening, giving 
old friends the chance to reconnect and celebrate their shared roots in Edgewood. 
 

Wayne doesn’t seek recognition; he simply shows up, time and time again, doing the work that makes our 
town stronger. But today, we pause to honor him. His name will now join the list of Limpert Award 
recipients on the plaque displayed at the C.C. Mellor Memorial Library, a permanent reminder of his 
legacy of service.  
 

Congratulations, Wayne! Your neighbors, friends, and community are grateful for all you do to make 
Edgewood such a special place to call home. 
 

We will be honoring Wayne with the presentation of the award 
at our Fundraiser, An Evening of Wine & Chocolate, on November 
15 at the Edgewood Club. If you’d like to join us, tickets are 
available at www.edgewoodfoundation.org. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edgewoodfoundation.org/


 

 

DECEMBER EVENTS TO NOTE: 
Wednesday, December 3: Soup with St. Nick, 6:00 PM in the Social Room 
Sunday, December 6: Edgewood Light Up Night, 6:30PM, ESO Holiday Concert, 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 14: Congregational Meeting to review preliminary budget, following worship 
Sat.-Sun., December 13,14: Vocal Confluence Shows, 7:30PM & 3:00PM in the Sanctuary 
Tuesday, December 16: Evening Book Group, 6PM, at the home of Kim and Patricia Elliott-Rentler.  

Book: Inspired: Slaying giants, walking on water, and loving the Bible again by Rachel Held Evans 
Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service, 8:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

 
The Edgewood Symphony Orchestra’s annual holiday concert will take place here 

at First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood on Saturday night, December 
6th at 7:30PM. Always a favorite among residents, magical surprises await you 
in this joyful concert featuring the ESO debut of soprano Chantal Braziel. And, 

of course, no holiday celebration would be complete without a visit from dear old 
Santa!  More information and a link to tickets for this concert, and all of this season’s concerts, are 
at www.edgewoodsymphony.org. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS    POINSETTIAS 
 
Poinsettia plants may be contributed by anyone to help decorate the sanctuary for the Advent season.  
Please fill out the order blank below and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the Church Office.  
Deadline is December 7. 

  

I wish to contribute _______ Poinsettia(s) for the beautification of the Church Sanctuary for Christmas.  

  

I would like choice of color:   _____ red  _____ white  _____ marble 
  

Please attach a check or money to this order form. Make all checks payable to First Presbyterian Church of 
Edgewood. The cost is $9.50 per plant. (You may also email your order and pay using the donate button online.) 
 

The wording:  _____ In honor of:   _____ In loving memory of:  
  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
By: ______________________________________________ 
 
_____  I wish to take my plant after the Christmas Eve candlelight service 
 
  

http://www.edgewoodsymphony.org/
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HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO:  
Flo Raisig – Nov. 3  
Abigail Lehrian – Nov. 19  
David Falk – Nov. 22 

 
 
 
 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Locations: 
Book Club – Apessos Home 
AA – Social Room 
Vocal Confluence & ESO – Sanctuary 
Milepost6 – Basement Band Room 
Choir – Choir Room 

 

Flute Lessons – C.E. Office 
SAA, Session – Lounge 
Scouts – Scout & Social Room 
Fellowship – Gathering Place 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

8:30 AA (SR) 

2 

All Saints Sunday & 

Daylight-Saving Ends 

9:30 Choir (S) 

11:00 Worship (S) 

12:00 Fellowship  

3 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

6:30 Scouts (SR) 

7:00 VC (S) 

4 

ALL DAY: 

Election Day 

Voting (GP) 

& Bake Sale 

 

4-7 Flute Lessons  

7:00 ESO (S) 

5 

 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

6:00 Pasta Dinner 

(SR) 

7:00 Milepost6(B) 

6 

 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

7:00 SAA (L) 

7:00 Finance 

Comm. Mtg. (GP) 

7 

 

 

2:00 WCM Truck 

 

 

7:00 AA (SR) 

8:30 AA (SR) 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 AA (SR) 

9 

9:30 Choir (CR) 

11:00 Worship (S) 

12:00 Fellowship 

1:00 Veterans Day 

Celebration/Luncheon  

7:00 SAA (L) 

10 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

6:30 Scouts (SR)  

7:00 VC (S) 

11 

10:00 Book Club 

 

4-7 Flute Lessons  

 

7:00 Session (L) 

7:00 ESO (S)  

12 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

 

7:00 Milepost6(B) 

13 

 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

7:00 SAA (L) 

14 

 

 

2:00 WCM Truck 

 

7:00 AA (SR) 

8:30 AA (SR) 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 AA (SR)  

16 

9:30 Choir (CR) 

11:00 Worship (S) 

12:00 Fellowship, 

Staff Mtg. (PS) 

7:00 SAA (L) 

 

17 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

6:30 Scouts (SR)  

7:00 VC (S) 

18 

10:00 Book Club 

 

4-7 Flute Lessons  

 

7:00 ESO (S) 

19 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

7:00 Milepost6(B) 

20 

 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

7:00 SAA (L) 

21 

9:00 SSA Food 

(SR) 

2:00 WCM Truck 

 

7:00 AA (SR) 

8:30 AA (SR) 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 AA (SR) 

23/30 

9:30 Choir (CR) 

11:00 Worship (S) 

12:00 Sunny’s Cel. 

Deacon Meeting, Pet 

Ministry Mtg. (30) 

7:00 SAA (L) 

 

24 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

6:30 Scouts (SR) 

7:00 VC (S) 

25 

10:00 Book Club 

 

4-7 Flute Lessons  

 

7:00 ESO (S)  

26 

 

2-6:30 Flute 

Lessons (CE) 

 

7:00 Milepost6(B) 

27 

THANKSGIVING 

Office Closed 

 

 

28 

Office Closed 

 

2:00 WCM Truck 

 

7:00 AA (SR) 

8:30 AA (SR) 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 AA (SR) 
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