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“What's next?” 
 
I recently attended our presbytery's “Empowering, Equipping, Engaging” leadership training, where Rev. Brian 
Wallace emphasized the importance of experimentation in the life of the Church. 
 

As I start my fourth year with you, I’m thankful that we’ve spent three years tackling this head-on. We have 
listened for God’s voice and stepped out with faithful curiosity, experimenting through yoga classes, sharing space 
with new groups, reimagining the Strawberry Festival, and this month… hosting a new Apple Festival! 
 

The challenge for us is two-fold: we must be brave enough to experiment with new expressions of ministry, and 
we must be diligent enough to 'provide for' the essential, often tedious, logistical work—the systems and 
structures—that make any experiment possible. 
 

In his workshop, Rev. Brian Wallace shared the three voices we most often hear in a congregation when confronted 
with “trying something new”: 

• Denial Dan opposes, “We don't need to do that.” 
• Finance Fred complains, “We don't have the money; it's not possible.” 
• Cynical Sally argues, “It won't work.” 

 

Naming these voices is convicting. I’ve heard myself say versions of all three of these things lately. 
 

Do I know exactly where we are going? Not a clue. Our job is to listen and be faithful to God’s ongoing mission. As 
Brian McLaren says, “Hope isn’t the belief that everything will turn out well. Hope is the conviction that it is worth 
doing regardless of how it turns out.” 
 

As we move forward, we have some hard work ahead. I wish we didn’t need to be concerned about the building or 
finances, they are deeply important as we lean into our calling to be a community center. 
 

The phrase “provide for” shows up 24 times in the Book of Order, and it always sticks out to me. For example, 
when someone is ordained as a Ruling Elder, they are asked to provide for the people’s worship, nurture, and 
service. It doesn’t say the Ruling Elder should lead worship, do the nurturing, or be the only one serving. Providing 
For implies setting up the systems to sustain the ministry and caring for the logistics of being a worshiping 
community. 
 

We all know that we can’t stay at the communion table forever. We have to weed the garden and balance the 
books; someone must bake or purchase the bread; and the piano has been tuned. 
 

As a Minister of Word and Sacrament, I love proclaiming the Word (teaching) and sharing the grace of communion, 
but for those mercies to be experienced, I must send emails and participate in committee work. While the most 
important thing I do is teach and help people experience the transformative love of Christ, the rest of the work is 
necessary so that those things can occur. 
 

The tedious, dull, and sometimes annoying tasks are vital for a healthy congregation. And so, the question we need 
to ask ourselves is not “What will save us?” but “What is worthwhile doing?” 
 

Sometimes, the most worthwhile thing leads to a necessary death (of a program, practice, tradition, idea), but that 
death may bring new life. (The cross was worth it.) 
 

Don’t forget: Everything we do started as an experiment. This church started as an experiment because people 
didn’t want to walk all the way to Beulah from Edgewood! Our church ancestors took a risk by pouring their 
savings into this building so that the people of Edgewood might have a faith community. 
 
 



We must listen for God's voice, not the voices of Dan, Fred, or Sally. This leads us to ask:  
What things do we do that are no longer worthwhile doing? 
What new experiments might God be calling us to risk? 

 

Let’s continue to have the courage to ask and to act. 
In Christ, 

 
 
 
Pastor Jason Dauer 
 
 

 
October 2025 Worship & Formation Schedule 

Join Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM for worship in the Sanctuary.  
Services are livestreamed on Facebook and then posted to YouTube. 

 
 

 

October 5: World Communion Sunday              
Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26; Psalm 137; Luke 17:5-10 
There will not be Sunday School today as we join in an intergenerational service! 
 

To celebrate WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY and honor our diverse backgrounds, we will enjoy a special cultural 
dish fellowship on Oct. 5 during fellowship. All are invited to bring a small bite to share—a dish that represents 
your heritage or reminds you of your family's traditions—as well as a 2-3 sentence story about the dish and 
why it is special to you. This will be a wonderful opportunity to learn about the many places our families have 
come from. 
 

October 12: The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12; Luke 17:11–19 
 

October 19: The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Rev. Brian Wallace will lead worship. 
 

October 26: Reformation Sunday 
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65:1-13; John 8:31-36 
 

November 2: All Saints’ Day              
Daniel 7:1–3, 15–18; Psalm 149:1-9; Luke 6:20-31 
Intergenerational; Gingerbread Saints  
 
All Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to honor all the saints, remembered and forgotten, known and 
unknown. It has been celebrated on or around November 1 since the ninth century. In the Reformed tradition, the 
emphasis of this festival is on the ongoing sanctification of the whole people of God. While we may give thanks for 
the lives of particular luminaries of ages past, we also give glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of believers in 
this and every age. At FPCE, we give thanks for members of the community of faith who have died in the past year 
and pray that we may be counted among the company of the faithful in God’s eternal realm. 
 
Please email the church office (office@fpcedgewood.org) the names of those who have passed on during 
the last year whom you would like to remember at this service. 
 

             = We will celebrate Communion / Lord’s Supper 
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Tuesday Book Club 
The weekly discussion group is reading Miracles 
and Wonder by Elaine Pagels.  If you would like to 
join, they meet at 10:00AM on Tuesdays at the 
home of Rhonda Apessos, 361 Maple Avenue, 
Edgewood. 
 

Sunday School 
Youth Sunday School meets during Worship (except 

for the 1st Sunday of the month). Please let us know if 
you have a child interested in Sunday School.  
 
 

  
In September Session approved the following items:  
• Minutes from the August 12 Session meeting. 
• A Bookkeeping Covenant with Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
• A piano recital by Laura Reynolds: Dec, 7, 4-4:30 PM and Spring 

recital: March 15, 2026 4-5 PM. 
• Primary Election on May 29, 2026. 
• The Full Accountable Reimbursement and Credit Card Policy. 
• “If the way be clear” to allow Darcy Zotter to host a sign-making get 

together at the church during the week of October 13 for 60 minutes 
involving about 10-15 people. 

• FPCE hire a pianist for weekly choir practice and service including 
Christmas Eve and Maundy Thursday. 

• The order titled “Copper Ridge Cap Repair & Miscellaneous T &M”, 
dated August 22, 2025, to begin work with Resnick Roofing & 
Contracting, as soon as possible, to hopefully ensure that the work 
will be undertaken before Winter weather sets in. 

  

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS are needed: hospitality snacks; soup; 
rice; pasta; sauce; macaroni and cheese; peanut butter; tuna; and/or 
canned chicken.  We request pop tops for all canned donations.  
 

PET BLESSING - Saturday Oct. 4 at 11AM on the side lawn. All 
creatures great and small–and their guardians – are welcome. The 
service will open with a brief liturgy and prayer, then each pet will be 
blessed individually. Please invite your friends, families, and neighbors 
to this blessing ceremony. 
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Believing we are 

called together 

by God’s love 

through Jesus Christ, 

our mission as the 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Edgewood 

is to love God, 

to love each other, 

and to love our neighbors. 
 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Pastor 

The Rev. Jason Dauer 
pastorjason@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Office & Cleaning Manager 

Judy Mysels 
office@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Building Manager 

Rob Mysels 
building@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Minister of Music 

Shaun Cloonan 
music@fpcedgewood.org 

 

Associate Music Director 

Sunny Sakai 
sunny@fpcedgewood.org 

 

 

 



APPLE FESTIVAL - Saturday, Oct. 11, 11AM-2PM. After the 
rousing success of our new and improved Strawberry Festival we will be 
hosting another fundraiser showcasing apples! Come indulge in delicious 
treats like caramel apples, apple crumble, apple cider and more! We're 
also looking for volunteers and bakers to help with this exciting event. If 
you have an apple-themed recipe or want to lend a hand, please reach out 
to Tyler McGuigan (mcguigantyler@yahoo.com). Join us for an afternoon of fun, flavor and community.  
 

   CROP WALK, Oct. 12, 2PM - 25% of what we raise is returned as 
grants to East End Cooperative Ministries and Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry. You can participate by either walking or sponsoring FPCE walkers 
by going to 2025 CROP Hunger Walk, scroll down to bottom of page, type in 
First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood to contribute online or scan the QR code on flyers throughout the 
building. There are multiple length walks ranging from 1 to 4 miles (see maps posted on bulletin boards).  
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP on October 23 at Susie Cribbs' home (518 Pacific 
Avenue in Forest Hills, 15221), discussing Sacred Earth, Sacred Soul: Celtic Wisdom for 
Reawakening to What our Souls Know and Healing the World by John Philip Newell 
(2021). Dinner will be 6:00-6:30PM with discussion of the book to follow (6:30-
8:00PM). Susie’s address is 518 Pacific Avenue in Forest Hills, 15221, with a lot of 
steps up to the front porch, but a driveway with a flat entrance in the back. Anyone 
who has mobility issues (or just doesn't want to climb the steps) is welcome to park 
back there. With some finagling, we can get four cars in. Carpooling may be a good 
idea if people from Edgewood are inclined! Directions:   

• Follow your GPS directions until you turn on Pacific Ave, which is one way. 
• As you crest the hill, you'll see an alley on the left. Turn left. 
• Go up the alley until you see another alley on the right. Turn right. 
• Follow this alley for approximately three backyards. I'm the third yard on the right with the tallish 

brown fence.  
• The driveway has a bit of a drop on the upper end, so be careful and maybe hug the lower side if 

you can. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNNY'S FAREWELL CONCERT & RECEPTION, NOV. 23 
Join in a special celebration to honor our beloved pianist, Sunny Sakai! On Sunday, Nov. 23, at 1:00PM in 
the Sanctuary, Sunny will perform a farewell concert, followed by reception in the Gathering Place. All are 
welcome. Please invite friends and past community members to share in this special tribute. 

    
• Kudos to Jim Segedy, Tyler McGuigan and all other volunteers that made the last Community Dinner on 

Sept. 3 so successful.  
• Thank you to Pastor Jason, David Falk, Tyler McGuigan, Sue Pollick and Judy Mysels who represented 

FPCE at the Edgewood Foundation’s Newcomer’s Reception for new residents of the borough on Sept. 18. 
• Congratulations to our own Sunny Sakai on becoming a U.S. citizen on Sept. 23. Her FPCE family was there 

to cheer her on and commend her on her hard work for this auspicious occasion.  
 

Happy October birthdays to: Bill Stineman (October 19), Shaun Cloonan (October 23).  If 
you don’t see your birthday listed, it’s because we don’t have it – please share with Judy 
(office@fpcedgewood.org) 

mailto:mcguigantyler@yahoo.com
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Community Events & Announcements 
THE EDGEWOOD FOUNDATION 
FALL FEST/OCTOBERFEST, OCT. 4 
Come down to Koenig Field for an afternoon of fall-themed fun for the whole family! Fallfest will 
include market vendors and hayrides, plus enjoy some traditional Oktoberfest fun with an 
accordion player! Make sure to get your tickets for the Edgewood Foundation's Oktoberfest to 
enjoy, brats, beer and a pig roast! Fallfest takes place from 3-6pm (last hayride departs at 5:40). 
There is no entry fee for Fallfest activities. Oktoberfest goes until 7pm and can be accessed by purchase of a ticket 
(please contact the Edgewood Foundation for more details: edgewoodfoundation.org). 
 

 

PLANT SWAP, OCT. 4, 10AM-Noon, C.C. MELLOR LIBRARY 
Pennwood Avenue, Edgewood Fall is a great time to divide your vigorous growers and share 
them with your neighbors! Bring a plant, take a plant. One-for-one exchange not necessary. 
Feel free to adopt a plant without bringing a plant. Please clearly identify any plan you bring.  
SATURDAY OCTOBER 25, 9:30AM. This will be our final weeding and mulching at Memorial 
Park to put the beds to sleep.   Please find a bit of time to help get things in order to 

overwinter whatever this year brings. Next Meeting October 21 at 6:30PM.  Hope to see you then if not before! 
More info: JJOSEPH4MM@COMCAST.NET 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://edgewoodfoundation.org/
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NAT28 PRESENTS “FROZEN HOURS” OCT. 18 
NAT 28 is a Pittsburgh-based chamber ensemble that specializes in 
contemporary classical music. Since their inception in 2016, they have 
performed in theaters, churches, museums, and universities 
throughout Pittsburgh and beyond. With a focus on working with local 
artists, NAT 28 has commissioned works from composers such as 
Nancy Galbraith, Curtis Rumrill, and Alex Marthaler. They also host a 
call for scores each year and perform the winning works at their annual 
Pittsburgh Composers' Project. This month, NAT 28 will perform at 
FPCE for the first time. The concert will include works by Cheryl 
Frances-Hoad, Jesse Jones, Aaron Levin, Yoshi Weinberg, and local 
composer Eric Moe. NAT 28 invites you to join them for an evening full 
of beautiful and unique music for woodwinds, strings, and piano. NAT 
28 presents their concert  "Frozen Hours" on Saturday, October 18th at 
7:30pm in the Sanctuary. The event is free and open to the public. 
Donations to support future concerts and commissions will be 
accepted. Learn more at www.nat28.org. 

 

 

 

 

ESO SEASON OPENER, OCT. 19 
 Kicking off the Edgewood Symphony’s season is a special 20th Anniversary 
Celebration of Maestro Walter Morales’s first concert as Music Director. Under his 
leadership, your ESO has evolved to become the finest volunteer orchestra in the 

Pittsburgh region. Through high-quality performances and challenging repertoire, Maestro Morales has attracted 
talented volunteer musicians from all over the region and grown our dedicated audience who appreciate the heart 
and depth of our performances. We have collaborated with world-class professional soloists as well as local choirs 
and organizations. Additionally, he has been a driving force in the region for premiering new works by local 
composers. This special celebration is 3PM on Sunday, October 19, 2025, at the Carnegie Music Hall in Oakland. An 
accomplished pianist himself, Walter will perform the Ravel Piano Concerto for Left Hand and two world 
premieres by composers Robert Schultz and Danny English. Also on the program is an impressive work by Gabriela 
Ortiz and Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade. A reception will follow in the lobby. More information and a link to 
tickets for this concert, and all of this season’s concerts, are at www.edgewoodsymphony.org. 

 

WCM MOBILE FOOD PANTRY CONTINUES ON FRIDAYS 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry’s mobile food pantry continues to serve our neighbors 
every Friday from 2PM. WCM offers 6 separate locations around the community to 
distribute fresh food and canned goods to those in need. Sign up to volunteer 
at https://tinyurl.com/WCMatFPCE or using the clipboard on the side entrance 
bulletin board! 
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OCTOBER 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Meeting Locations: AH=Apessos Home (Book Club), B=Basement Band Room (Milepost6), C=Choir Room, CE=Christian Ed Office (Flute Lessons),  
GP=Gathering Place (Worship), L=Lounge (Session, SAA), MS=ESO Music Suite, O=Office, PS=Pastor’s Study, S=Sanctuary (VC & ESO),  

Sc=Scout Room, SL=Side Lawn (Dinners), SR=Social Room (AA) 

   1 2 3 4 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

 
 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
4-7 Worship & Arts 
Team (GP) 
 
7:00 SAA (L) 

 
 
 
2:00 WCM Truck 
 
 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

 
11:00 Blessing of 
the Animals (SL) 
 
 
 
 
8:00 AA (SR) 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9:30 Choir (C) 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Fellowship 
 
 

 
 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
7:00 Vocal 
Confluence (S) 
7:00 Scouts (Sc) 

10:00 Book Club 
(AH) 
 
4-7 Flute (CE) 
 
7:00 ESO Reh. (S) 
7:00 Session (L) 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
6:00 Nom. Comm. 
Mtg. 
7:00 Community 
Plan Mtg. (GP) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

 
 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 SAA (L) 

 
 
 
2:00 WCM Truck 
 
 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

 
11:00 Apple 
Festival (SL) 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 AA (SR) 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:30 Choir (C) 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Fellowship 
12:15 Worship 
Comm. Plan Mtg. 
 
2:00 Crop Walk 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 Vocal 
Confluence (S) 
7:00 Scouts (Sc) 

10:00 Book Club 
(AH) 
 
4-7 Flute (CE) 
 
 
 
7:00 ESO Reh. (S) 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
4-7 Worship & Arts 
Team (GP) 
7:00 SAA (L) 

 
 
2:00 WCM Truck 
 
6-9 NAT28 Reh. 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 NAT28 
 
8:00 AA (SR) 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:30 Choir (C) 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 Scouts (Sc) 

10:00 Book Club 
(AH) 
 
4-7 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 ESO Reh. (S) 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 
 

 
 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
6:30 Evening Book 
Group 
7:00 SAA (L) 

 
 
2:00 WCM Truck 
 
 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 AA (SR) 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
9:30 Choir (C) 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Fellowship 
Deacon Mtg.  
 
 
 
 

 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 Vocal 
Confluence (S) 
7:00 Scouts (Sc) 

10:00 Book Club 
(AH) 
 
4-7 Flute (CE) 
 
 
7:00 ESO Reh. (S) 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 
 

 
 
2-6:30 Flute (CE) 
 
 
 
7:00 SAA (L) 

 
 
2:00 WCM Truck 
 
 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 
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World Communion Sunday 

October 5 

 

Pet Blessing 

October 4 

 

CROP Walk 

October 12 
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