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September	7	Marks	the		
Return	to	Fall	Programming	&		
11:00	Worship	in	the	Sanctuary!	
	

As	the	school	buses	fill	the	streets	again,	pools	close	for	the	
season,	and	summer	vacations	come	to	an	end,	we	resume	
our	regular	weekly	programming	at	FPCE	on	Sunday,	
September	7.		Our	Sanctuary	Choir	begins	rehearsals	in	the	
Choir	Room	at	9:30AM,	Worship	moves	back	to	the	11	
o’clock	hour	in	the	sanctuary,	and	coffee	hour	pushes	back	
an	hour	to	noon,	when	committee	meetings	will	also	take	

place	in	various	locations.		Sunday	School	will	continue	in	the	Nursery	during	worship,	except	on	the	first	
Sunday	of	the	month,	when	we	will	encourage	all	to	be	part	of	our	service	together.	
	

Moving	into	the	fall,	we	will	hold	one	more	community	dinner	on	the	side	lawn,	begin	a	new	6-week	
session	of	Yoga	at	the	Church,	celebrate	the	Season	of	Creation	with	weekly	communion	as	well	as	a	
spiritual	hike,	hold	another	evening	book	group	gathering,	and	share	in	several	special	events	including	a	
World	Communion	Sunday	potluck,	Pet	Blessing,	and	a	new	Apple	Festival	just	to	name	a	few!	Join	us!	
	

	
September	2025	Worship	&	Formation	Schedule	
Join	Sunday	mornings	at	11:00	AM	in	the	Sanctuary	starting	September	7.		
Services	are	livestreamed	on	Facebook	and	posted	to	YouTube	&	the	website.	

	
September	7:	First	Sunday	in	the	Season	of	Creation	🥖🍷	
Jeremiah	18:1-11;	Psalm	139:1-6,	13-18;	Luke	14:25-33	
Our	worship	returns	to	the	Sanctuary	at	11	AM	as	we	begin	the	Season	of	Creation.		
Choir	rehearsal	will	be	at	9:30	AM.	All	are	welcome	to	join	the	choir!	
	

September	14:	Second	Sunday	in	the	Season	of	Creation	🥖🍷	
Jeremiah	4:11-12,	22-28;	Psalm	14;	Luke	15:1-10	
	

September	21:	Third	Sunday	in	the	Season	of	Creation	🥖🍷	
Jeremiah	8:18-9:1;	Psalm	79:1-9;	Luke	16:1-13	
	

September	28:	Fourth	Sunday	in	the	Season	of	Creation	🥖🍷	
Psalm	91:1-6,	14-16;	Luke	16:19-31	
Our	worship	service	will	be	inspired	by	the	Taizé	community	in	France.	
	

October	4:	Blessing	of	the	Animals	
Our	blessing	will	be	on	Saturday	this	year,	at	11	AM.	
	

October	5:	World	Communion	Sunday		
&	Fifth	Sunday	in	the	Season	of	Creation	🥖🍷	
Lamentations	1:1-6,	3:19-26;	Psalm	137;	Luke	17:5-10	
	

🥖🍷	=	We	will	celebrate	Communion	/	Lord’s	Supper	 	



A	Farewell	and		
Thank	You	to		
Sunny	Sakai	
	
Dear	Church	Family,	
	
At	the	end	of	this	year,	our	
cherished	long-time	pianist	Sunny	
Sakai	will	be	leaving	us	to	embark	
on	a	new	chapter	in	North	
Carolina,	joining	her	husband,	Ted,	
who	accepted	the	distinguished	role	
of	the	Chair	of	the	Department	of	
Anesthesiology	at	the	University	of	
North	Carolina	(UNC)	last	year.	
	
Sunny's	final	service	with	us	will	be	on	Christmas	Eve	2025.	It's	hard	
to	imagine	our	worship	without	her	music	filling	our	sanctuary	and	our	
souls.	We	will	deeply	miss	her	presence,	talent,	and	kind	spirit.	
	
Sunny	has	become	such	a	core	part	of	this	community.	Lamenting	her	
departure,	someone	shared	with	me,	"Sunny	is	church."	From	watching	
her	children	grow	up	to	enjoying	inari	sushi	at	community	dinners,	
Sunny	has	touched	countless	lives	beyond	her	incredible	gift	of	music.	
	
We	know	that	this	news	will	bring	a	period	of	grief	as	we	prepare	to	say	
goodbye	to	someone	so	beloved.	However,	as	we	grieve	this	change,	we	
must	also	find	ways	to	celebrate	the	joy	and	blessings	Sunny	has	brought	
to	us	over	the	years.	To	honor	Sunny	and	express	our	gratitude,	we	are	
planning	a	special	celebration	for	her	on	November	23rd	after	
worship.	She	will	offer	a	mini-concert	at	1	PM,	followed	by	a	reception	
in	the	Gathering	Place.	
	
In	preparation	for	her	move	to	North	Carolina,	Sunny	will	be	taking	1-2	
weeks	off	per	month	between	now	and	the	end	of	the	year.	We	ask	for	
your	understanding	and	support	as	she	prepares	for	this	significant	
transition.	
	
As	Sunny	embarks	on	this	new	journey,	we	pray	God's	richest	blessings	
upon	her	and	Ted.	We	remember	that	we	will	always	be	connected	
through	our	faith	and	at	the	communion	table.	Sunny	will	always	be	
family	to	us,	no	matter	the	distance.	
	
With	gratitude	and	prayer,		
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Tuesday	Morning	Book	Club	
The	Tuesday	morning	Book	Group	continues	to	meet	each	week	at	10:00AM	at	the	Apessos	home	(361	Maple	Ave)	
reading	Butterfly	Mosque	by	J.	Willow	Wilson.	
All	are	welcome.		Snacks	and	coffee	provided.		
	

Youth	Sunday	School	
We	continue	to	offer	weekly	Youth	Sunday	School	(except	for	the	1st	Sunday	of	the	month)	during	worship.	Our	
classes	generally	follow	the	lectionary	as	well	as	provide	basic	Bible	Study.		If	interested,	please	stop	by	the	
nursery.			
	

Evening	Book	Group		
October	23	at	Susie	Cribbs'	home,	discussing	Sacred	Earth,	Sacred	Soul:	Celtic	Wisdom	for	
Reawakening	to	What	our	Souls	Know	and	Healing	the	World	by	John	Philip	Newell	(2021).	Dinner	
will	be	6:00-6:30	PM	with	discussion	6:30-8:00	PM.	Feel	free	to	bring	an	appetizer	or	dessert	to	
share.	You	don't	need	to	have	read	the	book	to	join	in	conversation	and	fellowship!	The	eBook	
and	audiobook	(7	hrs)	are	available	for	free	through	Hoopla	(access	with	your	library	card).	
When	you	arrive,	you	will	receive	TWO	post-it	notes.	On	each	post-it,	write	ONE	of	the	following	
to	help	guide	the	conversation:	a	question	that	is	bubbling	in	you;	a	quote	you’d	like	to	dive	into	
together;	or	a	concept	that	you	love	or	are	wrestling	with.	
	

			
At	their	August	meeting,	Session	approved	the	following:		
• Minutes	from	the	June	10,	2025	meeting.	
• Steranka	Flute	Studio	ongoing	lessons	6/5-8/22	and	9/2-	5/22/26.	The	annual	recital	12/20/25	and	5/23/26.	
• Edgewood	Symphony	Orchestra’s	ongoing	auditions	8/10/25	at	1:30	PM	and	8/12/25	at	6:30	PM.	
• The	Scout	Charter	agreement.	
• Removal	of	10	members	from	our	active	members	rolls.	Our	membership	is	now	59.	
• Filing	an	insurance	claim	for	storm	damage.	
• HVAC	contract	with	Elk.	
• Mary	Barr’s	writing	class	on	8/7	and	8/14	at	3-6	PM	and	accepting	a	$50.00	donation.	
• NAT28’s	usage	of	the	Sanctuary	on	10/17	at	6-9:00PM	and	a	concert	on	10/18	at	7-9:00	PM.	
• Hiring	Lisa	Vasiladiotis	from	the	Presbytery	Office,	as	FPCE’s	bookkeeper	at	$200/	month.	
• Rescinding	the	2/11/25	decision	to	request	FPCE	credit	cards	from	PNC	Bank	for	Jim	Segedy	and	Judy	Mysels	

and	the	4/8/25	decision	to	approve	a	credit	card	for	Pastor	Dauer.	
• Credit	cards	for	the	pastor,	Office	Manager,	and	a	delegate	from	the	Mission	Committee	at	limits	determined	by	

the	Finance	Committee.	
• Additional	vacation	time	as	needed	by	Sunny	Sakai.	
• Another	6-week	yoga	session	at	$250	and	the	purchase	of	a	microphone.	

	

Yoga	at	the	Church	
First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Edgewood	is	pleased	to	offer	another	6-
week	yoga	session	at	the	church	in	the	sanctuary.	Led	by	Heather	Derby,	
Yoga	at	the	Church	will	run	for	6	consecutive	Thursdays	beginning	at	
6:30PM	on	August	28	and	ending	October	2,	2025.		Yoga	at	the	Church	
is	open	to	all	and	will	operate	on	a	"pay	what	makes	you	happy"	donation	
model.	Bring	a	mat	(or	borrow	one	from	the	church)	and	join	us	on	
Thursday,	August	28!	

sundayschool



New	Article	Starting	Next	Month	
FPCE	would	like	to	start	a	new	article	in	coming	newsletters	asking	“what	FPCE	means	to	you”	and	including	a	
short	bio	about	yourself	as	a	way	of	getting	to	know	our	members	and	friends.	These	articles	can	be	hand-written	
and	sent	into	the	Church	Office	or	send	via	email:	office@fpcedgewood.org.		Any	questions	or	comments,	don’t	
hesitate	to	reach	out.		

	

	
	

	 	
	

WORSHIP	
Saturday,	September	6:	Spiritual	Hike		
Arsenal	Cemetery	at	9AM		
(meeting	at	the	Butler	Gatehouse)		
4734	Butler	St,	Pittsburgh,	PA	15201	
This	walk	is	adapted	from	the	booklet	by	Fr.	Brian	Grogan	SJ,	Creation	Walk:		
The	Amazing	Story	of	a	Small	Blue	Planet	(2021).	Kids	are	welcome;	no	pets.		
Plan	for	a	2-3	hour	walk	around	the	cemetery.	
	

Worship	&	Arts	Team	meets	twice	a	month	restoring	and	creating	liturgical	art.	
(Think	old-fashioned	‘quilting	bee’	type	gathering.)	We	have	completed	2	new	
banners	and	are	starting	on	another	one.	Our	group	has	also	been	working	to	
replace	the	backing	of	2	confessional	banners	that	were	created	by	congregation	
members	years	ago.	If	you	find	this	kind	of	activity	interesting,	you	are	invited	to	
join	us	on	the	1st	and	3rd	Thursday	of	the	month	between	4-7PM	in	the	Gathering	
Place.		Contact	Lorraine	Douthett	for	more	information.	
	

A	WORLD	COMMUNION	TABLE		
To	celebrate	World	Communion	Sunday	and	honor	our	diverse	backgrounds,	we	
will	enjoy	a	special	cultural	dish	fellowship	on	October	5	during	coffee	hour.	
Please	bring	a	small	bite	to	share—a	dish	that	represents	your	heritage	or	
reminds	you	of	your	family's	traditions—as	well	as	a	2-3	sentence	story	about	the	
dish	and	why	it	is	special	to	you.	This	will	be	a	wonderful	opportunity	to	learn	
about	the	many	places	our	families	have	come	from.	This	fellowship	will	be	held	in	
place	of	our	traditional	Rally	Day	luncheon.	
	

SAVE	THE	DATE:	SUNNY'S	FAREWELL	CONCERT	&	RECEPTION	
Join	in	a	special	celebration	to	honor	our	beloved	pianist,	Sunny	Sakai!	On	Sunday,	
November	23,	at	1:00	PM	in	the	sanctuary,	Sunny	will	perform	a	farewell	concert,	
followed	by	a	reception	in	the	Gathering	Place.	All	are	welcome,	so	please	invite	
friends	and	past	community	members	to	share	in	this	special	tribute.	
	
MISSION	
Community	Dinner:	Wednesday,	September	3	at	6:00PM	
Join	us	for	the	last	of	our	summer	community	dinners	on	the	side	lawn.		We’ve	
had	a	very	successful	year	connecting	with	our	friends	and	neighbors	while	
sharing	in	delicious	food	prepared	by	our	church	family,	averaging	between	75-
100	guests	each	month.		Thank	you	to	all	who	have	participated.		Join	the	set-up	
crew	at	4:30	to	get	the	tables,	chairs,	and	tent	out.		Or	be	part	of	the	serving	team	
that	chats	with	our	neighbors	while	filling	their	plates	with	yummy	tastes.			
Or	stick	around	at	the	end	and	help	us	tear	it	all	down	and	clean	up.			
All	hands	are	welcome,	and	you	will	most	certainly	be	given	a	job!		

mailto:office@fpcedgewood.org


Blessing	of	the	Animals:	Saturday,	October	4	
Walking	in	the	way	of	St.	Francis,	a	visionary	lover	of	all	creation,	we	will	hold	a	
service	of	the	Blessing	the	Animals.	We	will	be	on	the	side	lawn	(weather	
permitting)	Saturday,	October	4	at	11AM.	All	creatures	great	and	small	–	and	
their	guardians	–	are	welcome.	The	service	will	open	with	a	brief	liturgy	and	
prayer,	then	each	pet	will	be	blessed	individually.	Please	invite	your	friends,	
families,	and	neighbors	to	this	blessing	ceremony.	
	
DAVE	THE	DATE:	APPLE	FESTIVAL	
Saturday,	October	11,	11AM-2PM		
After	the	rousing	success	of	our	new	and	improved	Strawberry	Festival	we	will	
be	hosting	another	fundraiser	showcasing	apples!	Come	indulge	in	delicious	
treats	like	caramel	apples,	apple	crumble,	apple	cider	and	more!	We	hope	to	
have	local	band	Milepost	6	providing	live	music	again.	Join	us	for	an	afternoon	
of	fun,	flavor	and	community.	We're	also	looking	for	volunteers	and	bakers	to	
help	with	this	exciting	event.	If	you	have	an	apple-themed	recipe	or	want	to	
lend	a	hand,	please	reach	out	to	Tyler	McGuigan	(mcguigantyler@yahoo.com).	
	

Pittsburgh	East	CROP	Hunger	Walk	
Sunday,	October	12	
The	Pittsburgh	East	community	will	celebrate	its	48th	year	of	
walking	to	end	hunger	one	step	at	a	time.	The	oldest	walk	in	
the	country,	is	sponsored	by	Church	World	Service	
(www.churchworldservice.org).	25%	of	what	we	raise	is	
returned	as	grants	to	East	End	Cooperative	Ministries	and	
Wilkinsburg	Community	Ministry.		FPCE	will	participate	in	
this	event	with	walkers	from	our	congregation.	If	anyone	else	
would	like	to	join	our	small	group	of	walkers,	let	the	Church	
Office	know.	There	are	multiple	length	walks	ranging	from	1	
to	4	miles	around	Waverly	Church,	Frick	Park,	etc.	You	can	
participate	by	either	walking	or	sponsoring	FPCE	walkers	by	
going	to	Pittsburgh	East	CROP	Hunger	Walk,	scroll	down	to	
bottom	of	page,	type	in	First	Presbyterian	Church	of	
Edgewood	to	contribute	online	and	support	our	effort	to	
reduce	hunger	in	our	area!	
	
Looking	Ahead…	
• Deacons’	Pasta	Dinner:		

Wednesday,	November	5	at	6:00PM	
• Soup	with	St.	Nick:		

Wednesday,	December	3	at	6:00PM	
• Edgewood	Light-up	Night:		

Saturday,	December	6	
	

Vigil	at	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	Office		
On	Friday,	September	5th	at	8-10	AM,	Join	Pastor	Jason	and	siblings	from	around	the	
Pittsburgh	Presbytery	in	a	prayer	vigil	outside	of	the	ICE	Administrative	Office	(3000	
Sidney	Street,	Suite	100,	Pittsburgh,	PA	15203).	The	purpose	of	the	vigil	is	to	sustain	
witness,	generate	awareness,	and	motivate	folks	to	join	Casa	San	Jose’s	efforts	that	
service	immigrants.	We	will	sing,	pray,	and	listen	to	speakers.	After,	we	will	go	into	the	
ICE	facility	to	pray	over	the	ICE	officers	in	love.	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	reach	
out	to	Pastor	Jason.	
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You	know	these	familiar	verses	from	Ecclesiastes	chapter	3:	
For	everything	there	is	a	season	and	a	time	for	every	matter	under	heaven:	

a	time	to	be	born	and	a	time	to	die;	a	time	to	plant	and	a	time	to	pluck	up	what	is	planted;	
a	time	to	kill	and	a	time	to	heal;	a	time	to	break	down	and	a	time	to	build	up;	
a	time	to	weep	and	a	time	to	laugh;	a	time	to	mourn	and	a	time	to	dance;	
a	time	to	throw	away	stones	and	a	time	to	gather	stones	together;	
a	time	to	embrace	and	a	time	to	refrain	from	embracing;	
a	time	to	seek	and	a	time	to	lose;	a	time	to	keep	and	a	time	to	throw	away;	
a	time	to	tear	and	a	time	to	sew;	a	time	to	keep	silent	and	a	time	to	speak;	
a	time	to	love	and	a	time	to	hate;	a	time	for	war	and	a	time	for	peace.	

	

A	season	of	change	is	upon	us	in	the	music	ministry.		As	we	prepare	to	bid	farewell	to	our	sister	Sunny,	we	will	
come	together	in	different	ways	to	“make	a	joyful	noise”	using	the	gifts	and	talents	God	has	given	us.		We’ll	make	
the	most	of	every	minute	we	have	together	between	now	and	Christmas	Eve,	and	will	cherish	these	moments	as	we	
lift	our	voices	in	song.		While	we	move	toward	that	day,	we’ll	be	calling	on	more	of	our	FPCE	family	to	share	their	
gifts	to	continue	our	ministry.		(And	don’t	mind	me	having	little	emotional	moments	as	I	am	processing	losing	my	
“partner	in	crime”	of	25	years!)	
	

On	that	note,	it’s	time	for	our	Sanctuary	Choir	family	to	return!		Sunday	morning	rehearsals	begin	again	at	9:30	am	
in	the	Choir	Room	on	September	7.		All	are	welcome	to	join	this	joyful	group	of	siblings	in	Christ	as	we	join	together	
to	learn	anthems	for	our	Sunday	services.		And	thank	you	in	advance	to	Jan	and	Bob	for	hosting	us	later	that	
afternoon	for	a	“back	to	school”	choir	picnic	at	their	home.		Choir	members:	check	email	for	details	and	to	let	us	
know	what	you	can	bring!	
	

As	we	transition	back	to	“regular”	schedules,	I	want	to	take	a	moment	to	thank	all	who	participated	in	our	summer	
worship	services	in	the	Gathering	Place.		From	pick-up	liturgy	to	Christmas	in	July	to	Taizé,	we	explored	many	
ways	to	praise	God	in	community	together.		Our	experiments	in	choosing	newer	psalm	settings	out	of	the	hymnal	
had	some	successes	and	some	failures,	but	at	least	we	know	a	little	bit	more	about	what	is	in	the	song	book	we	use	
every	week.	
	

Since	our	last	newsletter	was	July-August,	I’d	also	like	to	thank	everyone	who	was	able	to	come	out	and	support	
our	Summer	Singers	concert	at	the	end	of	July.		We	estimated	around	200	in	attendance	on	a	particularly	hot	
summer	evening!		Thanks	to	Jim,	Lisa,	Jan,	Bob,	Ruth,	and	Elaine	for	working	the	door.	
	

One	last	call	for	help…are	you	someone	who	likes	to	catalog	items?		A	project	I’ve	been	meaning	to	get	going	for	
years	now	is	to	put	all	of	our	choral	files	into	a	spreadsheet	so	we	can	easily	look	up	what	we	have.		The	system	I	
inherited	has	everything	filed	by	composer	or	arranger	and	not	by	title,	so	I’ve	become	my	own	little	personal	
Rolodex	in	order	to	locate	the	songs	we	learn	in	choir.		It	would	be	sooo	much	easier	if	it	was	in	a	digital	form	that	
could	be	searched	quickly	(I	can’t	tell	you	the	number	of	times	I’ve	opened	10	different	drawers	to	find	a	piece	
because	I	just	can’t	quite	remember	who	wrote	it!).			
	

Over	the	summer,	after	filing	everything	from	the	past	choir	year,	I	made	a	copy	of	the	Google	Sheet	that	I	use	at	
school	and	have	it	ready	to	begin	entering	pieces.		The	goal	is	to	do	maybe	1	drawer	of	files	in	a	week	or	2	with	the	
hopes	of	having	everything	cataloged	in	the	next	year.		If	this	is	something	that	interests	you,	Judy	and	I	can	get	you	
set	up.		Let	us	know!	
	

I	look	forward	to	seeing	you	back	in	the	Sanctuary.		We’ll	share	in	a	new	season	together.	
	
Peace,	

	
	



The	Season	of	Creation	
Each	year,	the	Season	of	Creation	
Ecumenical	Steering	Committee	proposes	
a	theme	for	the	Season	of	Creation.	

This	year’s	theme	is	“Peace	with	
Creation,”	inspired	by	Isaiah	32:14-18:	
“For	the	palace	will	be	forsaken,	the	populous	city	
deserted;	the	hill	and	the	watchtower	will	become	
dens	forever,	the	joy	of	wild	asses,	a	pasture	for	

flocks.	Until	a	spirit	from	on	high	is	poured	out	on	us,	and	the	wilderness	becomes	a	fruitful	field,	and	the	fruitful	field	is	deemed	a	
forest.	Then	justice	will	dwell	in	the	wilderness	and	righteousness	abide	in	the	fruitful	field.	The	effect	of	righteousness	will	be	
peace,	and	the	result	of	righteousness,	quietness,	and	trust	forever.	My	people	will	abide	in	a	peaceful	habitation,	in	secure	
dwellings,	and	in	quiet	resting	places.”	(NRVUE)	

War	on	Creation	
“The	palace	will	be	forsaken,	the	populous	city	deserted;	the	hill	and	watchtower	will	become	dens	forever,	the	joy	
of	wild	asses,	a	pasture	for	flocks”	(Isaiah	32:14).	

The	prophet	Isaiah	portrays	a	desolate	Creation,	devoid	of	peace	due	to	injustice	and	the	broken	relationship	
between	God	and	humankind.	Devastated	cities	and	wastelands	reflect	the	destructive	impact	that	human	activities	
can	have	on	Earth.	Notably,	animals	readily	move	in	and	claim	parts	of	what	was	once	an	exclusively	human	
habitat,	as	if	human	settlement	had	deprived	them	of	sufficient	space.	While	the	joy	of	a	pasture	for	animals	[Isaiah	
32:14]	is	undoubtedly	a	good	thing	in	itself,	it	comes	at	the	cost	of	human	displacement	due	to	conflict.	

Though	God’s	plan	for	Creation	is	rooted	in	justice	and	peace,	human	sin	disrupts	this,	leaving	Creation	in	ruin—
from	wealthy	palaces	to	poor	farmlands,	forests,	and	oceans.	Isaiah	vividly	describes	the	results	of	human	
estrangement	from	Creation.	Moreover,	the	abandoned	and	ruined	watchtower	and	palace	(or	citadel,	in	some	
translations)	suggest	that	warfare	is	ultimately	frustrated	by	God.	

Peace	is	more	than	just	the	absence	of	war.	In	the	Hebrew	Bible,	shalom	represents	a	far	deeper	concept—one	that	
extends	beyond	the	absence	of	conflict	to	the	full	restoration	of	broken	relationships,	as	illustrated	in	Isaiah’s	
vision.	This	restoration	encompasses	our	relationship	with	God,	ourselves,	the	human	family,	and	the	rest	of	
Creation.	

Throughout	history,	many	human	activities	have	contributed	to	the	destruction	of	Creation.	Yet	today,	more	than	
ever,	some	human	activities	take	the	form	of	a	war	against	Creation.	Our	impact	has	expanded	from	local	to	global,	
manifesting	in	unsustainable	lifestyles,	excessive	consumption,	lasting	pollution,	and	a	throwaway	culture.	

Some	hold	greater	responsibility	for	this	crisis—elite	consumption,	exploitative	business	models,	and	economic	
theories	prioritizing	profit	over	sustainability.	Pollution,	health	crises,	deforestation,	and	mining	in	conflict	zones	
worsen	the	situation.	

Last	year’s	UN	Biodiversity	Conference	(COP16)	in	Cali,	Colombia,	aptly	themed	“Peace	with	Nature,”	highlighted	
the	urgency	of	these	issues.	

Saint	Francis	of	Assisi’s	Canticle	of	Creatures	calls	the	Earth	our	sister	and	mother.	How	can	Mother	Earth	nurture	
us	if	we	fail	to	contemplate,	learn	from,	and	love	her?	Ignoring	our	interconnectedness	undermines	this	vital	
relationship.	

Our	Hope:	Creation	Will	Find	Peace	When	Justice	Is	Restored	
“Then	justice	will	dwell	in	the	wilderness	and	righteousness	abide	in	the	fruitful	field”	(Isaiah	32:16).	

There	is	hope	for	a	peaceful	Earth.	Biblically,	hope	is	active—it	involves	prayer,	action,	and	reconciling	with	
Creation	and	the	Creator	through	repentance	(metanoia)	and	solidarity.	Isaiah	32:14-18	envisions	a	peaceful	
Creation	where	God’s	people	live	only	when	justice	is	achieved.	Righteousness	leads	to	peace	and	restores	the	
land’s	fertility:	“The	effect	of	righteousness	will	be	peace;	and	the	result	of	righteousness,	quietness,	and	trust	
forever.	My	people	will	abide	in	a	peaceful	habitation,	in	secure	dwellings,	and	in	quiet	resting	places”	(Isaiah	32:17-
18).	



Creation	is	God’s	sacred	gift,	entrusted	to	our	care.	Christians	are	called	to	protect	and	nurture	Creation	in	peace,	
working	in	partnership	with	others	and	passing	this	responsibility	on	to	future	generations.	Its	deep	
interconnectedness	makes	peace	both	essential	and	fragile.	

Pope	Francis	challenges	us:	“What	is	the	goal	of	our	work?	What	need	does	the	Earth	have	of	us?	Leaving	an	
inhabitable	planet	to	future	generations	is	up	to	us”	(Laudato	Si’,	160).	

Churches	engage	globally	in	climate,	agriculture,	and	biodiversity	efforts,	grounded	in	theology	and	a	prophetic	call	
for	repentance	and	justice.	Only	through	reconciliation	with	and	genuine	justice	for	all	living	beings	will	Creation	
find	peace,	fulfilling	Isaiah’s	vision	(32:16-18).	

A	Kairos	Moment:	1700	Years	of	the	Nicene	Creed	
“We	believe	in	one	God,	the	Father	almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	of	all	things	visible	and	invisible.	And	in	
the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	all	things	were	made.	We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	Life”	
(Nicene	Creed*).	

The	year	2025	marks	the	1700th	anniversary	of	the	Nicene	Creed.	

Since	325,	Christians	everywhere	have	followed	the	Nicene	call	to	confess	their	communion	in	faith	and	to	witness	
their	faith	in	the	context	of	a	troubled,	unequal,	and	divided	world.	The	Nicene	Creed	has	become	a	bond	of	peace	
and	communion	between	churches.	Our	work	for	peace	with	Creation	can	draw	on	this	old	and	strong	ecumenical	
communion.	It	is	an	expression	of	the	Nicene	Creed	today.	

The	Creed	of	Nicaea	affirms	that	Christians	believe	in	the	triune	God,	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	As	
Christians,	we	read	Isaiah	32:14-18	on	the	basis	of	our	faith	in	the	triune	God:	We	recognize	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	
healing	spirit	that	Isaiah	foresees	being	poured	out	over	the	wilderness.	We	recognize	the	Son’s	work	of	
justification	in	Isaiah’s	witness	to	God’s	promise	that	“justice	will	dwell	in	the	wilderness	and	righteousness	abide	
in	the	fruitful	field”	(Isaiah	32:16).	

In	our	troubled,	unequal,	and	divided	world,	we	are	strengthened	by	the	confession	of	faith	and	by	the	ecumenical	
communion	established	in	Nicaea	to	follow	Isaiah’s	call	and	stand	firm	in	our	witness	for	God’s	promise	of	peace	
for	all	Creation.	Therefore,	in	the	face	of	conflicts	and	strife,	let	us	proclaim	God’s	promise:	“The	effect	of	
righteousness	will	be	peace,	and	the	result	of	righteousness,	quietness	and	trust	forever.”	(Isaiah	32:17)		
*NB:	the	version	of	the	Creed	updated	to	381,	known	as	“Niceno-Constantinopolitan	Creed”,	has	been	used	in	the	quotation.	

May	the	Spirit	be	poured	upon	us	so	we	can	work	together	for	peace	with	Creation.	

	

	

Pittsburgh	Presbyterians	ask,	“Won’t	you	help	our	neighbors?”	
As	a	Matthew	25	Presbytery,	the	Pittsburgh	Presbytery	takes	seriously	the	Parable	of	the	Sheep	and	the	Goats	
(Matthew	25:31-46)	as	we	work	to	alleviate	systemic	poverty	in	our	Presbytery	which	includes	all	of	Allegheny	
County.	Many	of	our	neighbors	are	strapped	with	medical	debt.	Medical	debt	is	one	of	the	leading	causes	of	
bankruptcy	in	our	country	along	with	causing	all	sorts	of	other	damage	to	credit	scores,	reluctance	to	seek	
necessary	medical	care,	stress	levels,	etc.	We	have	the	opportunity	to	abolish	over	$11	million	of	medical	debt	for	
our	neighbors	in	Allegheny	County	through	Undue	Medical	Debt.	For	pennies	on	the	dollar,	Undue	purchases	
medical	debt	and	through	donations	is	able	to	eliminate	medical	debt	that	is	crippling	families.		

Undue	Medical	Debt	will	focus	on	abolishing	the	debt	of	families	living	within	4	times	the	poverty	rate	in	our	area,	
or	who	have	medical	debt	that	exceeds	5%	of	their	income.	People	do	not	apply	for	debt	relief,	it	just	happens.	They	
don’t	know	until	they	get	a	letter	from	Undue	telling	them	the	good	news.	In	the	letters	sent	for	those	benefiting	
from	our	campaign,	it	will	say	something	like,	“Your	debt	has	been	abolished	by	your	neighbors	in	the	Pittsburgh	
Presbytery”.	What	a	great	witness	to	Christ’s	love	and	work	in	the	world!		



Our	goal	is	to	raise	$65,000	which	will	abolish	over	$11	million	in	medical	debt.	This	is	very	achievable	if	each	
member	of	Pittsburgh	Presbytery	would	donate	at	least	$5.	All	it	takes	is	for	each	of	us	to	spend	5	minutes	and	at	
least	$5	to	enable	Undue	Medical	Debt	to	buy	that	debt	from	the	debt	market	or	from	the	hospitals	themselves.	
Jesus	said,	“Whatever	you	did	for	the	least	of	these,	you	did	for	me.”		

Donate	online:		
https://unduemedicaldebt.org/campaign/pittsburgh-presbyterians-ask-wont-you-help-our-neighbors/		

Donate	by	check:	Undue	Medical	Debt	P.O.	Box	411675	Boston,	MA	02241-1675		
Put	on	the	Memo	Line	of	the	check:	Matthew	25	on	the	Move	—	66879	

Employer	Identification	Number	(EIN):	47-1442997		

The	deadline	for	our	campaign	is	All	Saints	Day,	November	1st.	Be	a	saint	and	donate	today!	For	more	information	
contact:	Rev.	Judi	Slater	–	#412-370-4601,	judislater@gmail.com	or	Jean	Miewald,	miewaldmac@gmail.com	

Questions	and	Answers	for	the	Undue	Medical	Debt	Campaign	

1.	Why	is	this	being	promoted	by	Pittsburgh	Presbytery?	
The	Matthew	25	On	the	Move	Ministry	team	is	a	group	of	pastors	and	elders	who	are	dedicated	to	

helping	Pittsburgh	Presbytery	fulfill	the	mission	to	care	for	“the	least	of	these.”	It	has	three	major	planks–	
addressing	structural	racism;	working	to	eliminate	systemic	poverty;	and	enhancing	congregational	vitality.	
The	Undue	Medical	Debt	initiative	specifically	addresses	eliminating	systemic	poverty.	Over	a	hundred	
million	Americans,	one	in	three,	struggles	with	the	weight	of	medical	debt.	Our	efforts	will	concentrate	on	
those	in	need	living	in	Allegheny	County.	

Since	2014,	Undue	Medical	Debt	(previously	known	as	RIP	Medical	Debt)	has	abolished	billions	of	
dollars	in	medical	debt.	Their	unique	approach	provides	immediate	financial	and	emotional	relief	to	
burdened	families	while	they	also	collaborate	with	like-minded	partners	on	upstream	changes	to	the	
healthcare	financing	system.	Check	out	the	link	PITTSBURGH	PRESBYTERIANS	ASK,	"WON'T	YOU	HELP	
OUR	NEIGHBORS?"	—	Undue	Medical	Debt	
	

2.	How	exactly	does	this	work?	
Medical	debt	is	incurred	from	services	at	hospitals	and	medical	providers	that	cannot	be	repaid.	At	a	

certain	point,	the	debt	is	purchased	by	a	third	party,	often	for	pennies	on	the	dollar.	The	debt	buyer	tries	
to	recoup	the	face	value	of	the	debt	with	letters	and	phone	calls	to	individuals.	Our	campaign	eliminates	
the	debt	for	individuals.	Undue	Medical	Debt	will	focus	on	abolishing	the	debt	of	families	in	our	area	
living	within	4	times	the	poverty	rate	or	who	have	medical	debt	that	exceeds	5%	of	their	income.	People	
do	not	apply	for	debt	relief,	it	just	happens.	
	

3.	What	is	the	overhead	percentage	for	the	Undue	Medical	Debt	organization?	
100%	of	the	contributions	to	an	online	campaign	are	used	to	purchase	debt.	None	goes	to	overhead.	
	

4.	Why	contribute	now?	
By	taking	part	in	this	campaign,	all	monies	will	go	toward	the	relief	of	debt	for	individuals	in	Allegheny	
County.	Our	collective	contributions	of	$65,000	will	erase	$11	million	of	debt	for	our	neighbors.	This	
focused	effort	will	go	on	until	Nov	1,	2025.	
	

5.	Have	other	religious	organizations	participated	in	this?	
Yes.	A	campaign	within	the	Pittsburgh	Presbytery	was	conducted	beginning	in	2023,	focusing	on	our	
neighbors	in	the	Synod	of	the	Trinity.	Based	on	the	positive	results,	this	current	campaign	is	underway.	
Other	organizations	around	the	country,	including	St.	Paul’s	Episcopal	Church	in	Mt.	Lebanon	and	other	
Presbyterian	Synods	have	participated	in	campaigns.	
	

6.	Will	my	personal	information	be	shared	if	I	make	a	contribution?	
No,	Undue	Medical	Debt	will	not	sell	or	share	contributors’	information.	
	

7.	What	is	the	request?	
The	request	is	for	every	Presbyterian	to	donate	at	least	$5.00	to	help	our	neighbors,	a	cost	of	a	cup	of	
coffee.	The	payments	can	be	made	by	individuals	or	collectively	through	a	church.	The	campaign	goes	
until	November	1,	2025.	By	raising	$65,000,	$11,000,000	of	debt	will	be	abolished.	Lives	are	impacted.	
	

Questions:	contact	Elder	Jean	Miewald,	miewaldmac@gmail.com	or	Reverend	Judi	Slater,	judislater@gmail.com	

https://unduemedicaldebt.org/campaign/pittsburgh-presbyterians-ask-wont-you-help-our-neighbors/
mailto:judislater@gmail.com


	
	

	
	

	

Community	Events	&	Announcements	
	

WCM	Mobile	Food	Pantry	Continues	on	Fridays	
Wilkinsburg	Community	Ministry’s	mobile	food	pantry	continues	to	serve	our	neighbors	
every	Friday,	2:00PM	here	at	FPCE.	WCM	offers	6	separate	locations	around	the	community	
to	distribute	fresh	food	and	canned	goods	to	those	in	need.	Stop	by	to	say	hi,	get	fresh	
produce,	or	volunteer	to	help	with	the	distribution!	Sign	up	to	volunteer	
at	https://tinyurl.com/WCMatFPCE	
or	using	the	clipboard	on	the	side	entrance	bulletin	board!	
 

WPSD	Block	Party	
Mark	your	calendars	for	the	afternoon	of	
Saturday,	September	27th!	The	Western	
Pennsylvania	School	for	the	Deaf	(WPSD)	
will	host	its	annual	Community	Block	
Party	from	1-4pm.		The	party	is	free	and	
open	to	the	public.	It	takes	place	on	the	
WPSD	campus	at	the	corner	of	Walnut	
Street	and	Swissvale	Avenue	in	Edgewood.	
	

It’s	a	fun	afternoon	for	the	whole	family,	including	games	and	activities	for	the	kids,	a	petting	zoo,	food,	and	more.	
This	event	is	a	great	opportunity	for	our	local	communities	to	come	together,	get	to	know	each	other	better,	and	
continue	to	develop	and	strengthen	relationships	with	one	another.	FREE	vendor	space	is	available	to	local	
businesses	and	organizations!	For	more	information	about	the	Block	Party	or	obtaining	vendor	space,	please	
contact	Sarah	Bartlebaugh	at	412.244.4207	or	sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.	
	

Please	follow	us	on	our	website	and	Facebook	for	updates	on	the	day.	We	hope	you	will	join	us	for	this	fun	event!	
	
Vocal	Confluence	Small	Group	Showcase	
Sunday,	October	5,	4-6PM	
Vocal	Confluence	is	hosting	a	fundraiser	at	The	Original	Pittsburgh	Winery.		
In	a	cabaret-style	event,	our	members	will	be	singing	songs	a	cappella	in	quartets,	
octets,	and	quintets.		More	information	at	vocalconfluence.org	

	
The	Edgewood	Symphony	Orchestra	announces	its	38th	Season!		
Kicking	off	the	season	is	a	special	20th	Anniversary	Celebration	of	Maestro	Walter	Morales’s	first	concert	as	Music	
Director.	Under	his	leadership,	your	ESO	has	evolved	to	become	the	finest	volunteer	orchestra	in	the	Pittsburgh	
region.	Through	high-quality	performances	and	challenging	repertoire,	Maestro	Morales	has	attracted	talented	
volunteer	musicians	from	all	over	the	region	and	grown	our	dedicated	audience	who	appreciate	the	heart	and	
depth	of	our	performances.	We	have	collaborated	with	world-class	professional	soloists	as	well	as	local	choirs	and	
organizations.	Additionally,	he	has	been	a	driving	force	in	the	region	for	premiering	new	works	by	local	composers.	
	

This	special	celebration	is	3:00	p.m.	on	Sunday,	October	19,	2025,	at	the	Carnegie	Music	Hall	in	Oakland.	An	
accomplished	pianist	himself,	Walter	will	perform	the	Ravel	Piano	Concerto	for	Left	Hand	and	two	world	
premieres	by	composers	Robert	Schultz	and	Danny	English.	Also	on	the	
program	are	an	impressive	work	by	Gabriela	Ortiz	and	Rimsky-
Korsakov’s	Scheherazade.	A	reception	will	follow	in	the	lobby.		
	

More	information	and	a	link	to	tickets	for	this	concert,	and	all	of	this	
season’s	concerts,	are	at	www.edgewoodsymphony.org.	

https://tinyurl.com/WCMatFPCE
mailto:sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org


Happy	September	Birthdays	to:	
September	5	–	Sophia	McGuigan	
September	15	–	John	Foster	
September	16	–	Lily	McGuigan	
September	21	–	Lori	Stutz	
September	30	–	Donna	Stineman	
	

If	you	don’t	see	your	birthday	listed,	it’s	because	we	don’t	have	it	–		
please	share:	office@fpcedgewood.org	
 

						 	
• Many	thanks	to	all	who	made	the	July	and	August	Community	Dinners	a	huge	success.	
• Thank	you	to	all	who	made	Youth	Sunday	so	special:	Sophia	and	Lily,	Scarlet,	Spencer,	Frieda,	Aria,	supervised	

by	Rhonda	Apessos	and	Lorraine	Douthett.	
• Appreciate	Janet	Beggs	from	Seniors	Helping	Seniors	for	presenting	her	workshop	on	aging	on	Aug.	18	
	

	

	
	

	

Meeting	Locations:	
AH=Apessos	Home	(Book	Club),	B=Basement	Band	Room	(Milepost6),	CR=Choir	Room,	CE=CE	Office	(Flute	Lessons),	
GP=Gathering	Place	(Coffee	Hour,	Worship	&	Arts),	L=Lounge	(Sesson,	SAA),	PS=Pastor’s	Study	(Committee	Meetings),		
S=Sanctuary	(Worship,	VC,	ESO,	Yoga),	Sc=Scout	Room	(Scouts),	SL=Side	Lawn	(Dinners),	SR=Social	Room	(AA,	Scouts)	

	 	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

LABOR DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 VC (S) 

2 
10:00 Book Club 
4:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 ESO (S) 

3 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
6:00 Community 
Dinner (SL) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

4 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
4:00 Worship Arts 
6:30 Yoga (S) 
7:00 SAA (L)  

5 
8:00 ICE Vigil 
2:00 WCM Truck 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

6 
9:00 Spiritual Hike  
8:00 AA (SR)  

7 
9:30 Choir (CR) 
11:00 Worship (S) 
12:00 Coffee 
Hour (GP) 

8 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 VC (S)  

9 
10:00 Book Club 
4:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 Session (L) 
7:00 ESO (S) 

10 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 
 

11 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
6:30 Yoga (S) 
7:00 SAA (L)  

12 
2:00 WCM Truck 
7:00 VC Vocal 
Coaching (S) 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

13 
9:00 VC Vocal 
Coaching (S) 
8:00 AA (SR)  

14 
9:30 Choir (CR) 
11:00 Worship (S) 
12:00 Coffee 
Hour (GP) 

15 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 VC (S) 

16 
10:00 Book Club 
4:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 ESO (S)  

17 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

18 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
4:00 Worship Arts 
6:30 Yoga (S) 
7:00 SAA (L)  

19 
2:00 WCM Truck  
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

20 
8:00 AA (SR) 

21 
9:30 Choir (CR) 
11:00 Worship (S) 
12:00 Coffee 
Hour (GP) 

22 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 VC (S)  

23 
10:00 Book Club 
4:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 ESO (S)  

24 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

25 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
6:30 Yoga (S) 
7:00 SAA (L)  

26 
2:00 WCM Truck  
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

27 
1:00 Block Party 
(WPSD) 
8:00 AA (SR) 

28 
9:30 Choir (CR) 
11:00 Worship (S) 
12:00 Coffee 
Hour (GP) 

29 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 VC (S)  

30 
10:00 Book Club 
4:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 ESO (S) 

1 OCTOBER 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
7:00 Milepost6 (B) 

2 
2:00 Flute (CE) 
6:30 Yoga (S) 
7:00 SAA (L) 

3 
2:00 WCM Truck 
7:00 AA (SR) 
8:30 AA (SR) 

4 
10:00 Pet 
Blessing (SL) 
8:00 AA (SR) 



	
  120 East Swissvale Avenue 
       Pittsburgh, PA 15218	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Worship	Returns	to	11:00	in	the	Sanctuary	

Sunday,	September	7,	2025	
	
	

  fpcedgewood.org                @fpcedgewood 


